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There apparently was a significant discussion about budget aut_b, ority versus outlays.
Mr. Panetta indicated that it would be easier to come up wi~ the budget aathozity, posm"oly
even $143, ~on in BA, bu~ the outlays were going t~ be diiT:wult.

Reps. Dooley and Fazio strem~l the need to keep tb~ C%rP Restoration Fund doll~-s
separate from the CALleD £xmdi~. They stressexl that "doxdote counting" doesn’t work aad
that it wa~ a mislabeling of the funds, at l:~,t, givcta that the Restoration Fund i,~ co~ of
eontribtrdons that the water and power mers make on an annual basis, h~r. Pmaetta reportedly
v-as syrup’= to this concer~

Pinally, Mr. Pametta indicated ti~ the administration would ~ to cxplore the
posstbLlky of designing a new mee~i.~ra for admini~ the Federal dolling, one that
provides greater ilexihiHty than monies appropriated to specific projects. In pa~cular, he
suggested that the admi~s~mion was exploring establishing a trust fund, like ~ one that is
treed to administer the Federal dollars in South FIorida in the Ev=glades zestotation projecL
lm that cas~, funds are apparemty approlxiated to a trust fund and th~ drawn down by the
Fe~!eral agencies as fulnds arc needed for projects that ~e identified by the agemeies and the
staktholtt=rs.

Rcps. Fazio mad Dooley and others expressed interest i~ the concept, But stressed the
ne~d �0 maintain consensus among the stakeholders and the need £oz *~te stakeholders to be
gh~ezz an opportemity consider and discuss the proposal, tVfr. Panexm agreed.
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